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LB Abstract: |

The rapid political, economic and social transformations taking place in the MENA region
today require creating a platform to find solutions and propose alternative policies through think
tanks or policy-institutes. These centers work in the field of policy research and provide advice
and recommendations to their respective governments. However, it is noticeable that these
centers need a dramatic transformation to increase their institutional capacity if they are actively
participate in the decision-making process. The work of most Arab think tanks and policy-
institutes is nothing more than an extension of the academic work being done in universities,
whether it is related to performance or outputs, it is mostly irrelevant to the needs of policy-
makers. Ultimately, the goal of think tanks is to produce independent, innovative and relevant

recommendations that bridge the gap between the academic world and the public sector.

This background paper addresses the current reality of think tanks in the MENA region,
discusses the primary challenges that stand in the way of their growth and improvement, and
finally proposes reforms that would invigorate the participation of Arab think tanks in providing

solutions for the advancement of their societies.

B Koy vords:—

Think tanks, MENA region, policy research and development, decision-making, public sector,

advocacy.
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LB Abstract |

This academic paper tries to show the role and the importance of the centers of the
strategy studies in looking ahead in the Arab region, in view of the continual changes
and severe crisis that require the accommodation, the monitoring of their trends, as
well as understanding their rapid pace of events and transitions. For this reason, there
is, nowadays, an absolute necessity for the centers of the strategy studies to develop
and draw the future anticipation plans and scenarios that respond to the challenges, in
addition to suggesting real solutions and alternatives that might help the decision-ma-

kers to choose the most appropriate once.
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The question of think tanks, especially the idea of linking them to global requi-
rements of governance, takes an important position in political sciences as well as
economic sciences and even the social policies of a country. This topic has been
studied theoretically and empirically due to its importance to the development
of societies and its members. Accordingly, this topic deals with think tanks in the

Arab world between reality and governance requirements.

From this point of view, the study tries to examine deeply and discuss the reality
of think tanks in the Arab world, and the most important challenges that prevent
these centers from participating in the process of making public policies, as well as

the search for ways to activate their role and performance.

B Koy vords:—

Think tank, participatory approach, state, private sector, civil society.
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